The work done by Kehoe (1933 Kehoe ( , 1961 (Nye, 1929; Henderson, 1954; Emmerson, 1963) , in the U.S.A. (Chisolm, 1971; Guinee, 1972; Sachs, 1973) , and by Barltrop (1972) (Martin, 1974 (McNeil and Ptasnik, 1974 ).
An association between blood lead levels in excess of 25 ,ig/100 g blood and hyperactivity in children has been suggested by David et al. (1972 (Lansdown et al., 1974) .
A source of contamination of the home environment has been shown to emanate from the clothing and shoes of lead workers. To prevent the spread of lead contamination to the home, adequate washing facilities should be provided at the place of work. In addition, lead workers should be issued with works clothing which should be kept at all times within the confines of the factory and separate from their own clothing; special laundry facilities for works clothing need to be provided.
Emissiqns (Tepper and Levin, 1972) , reported in 1972, showed no correlation between blood leads and air leads in comparisons between cities (Fig. 1) No evidence of parental occupation was provided and in the study by Caprio et al. no information as to race, sex or details of age breakdown were given. In the absence of the contributory support of negative data from other known sources of lead exposure, it was not possible to conclude that the lead in car exhausts was the cause of the elevated blood lead levels found in the populations under investigation. Guinee (1972) , in a study covering a period of 3 years and involving 263,000 children in New York, of which 231,400 were aged 1-6 years, largely composed of Black and Puerto Rican children living in the less fortunate socio-economic areas of the city, found that in 90 % or more of those with an elevated blood lead level the cause was due to the ingestion of peeling flecks of lead-based paint from the surfaces of old dilapidated buildings. In addition, Black children had a higher incidence of elevated blood lead concentrations than Puerto Rican children.
Chisolm (1971) in Baltimore, Sachs (1973) in Chicago and Fine et al. (1972) in Illinois, have also found that the ingestion of lead-based paint was the principal cause of elevated blood lead in children in those cities. They did not find that the lead from automobile exhausts was a contributory source that could account for excessive intake among children.
In a two-part study in Detroit, Ter Haar and Aronow (1974) were able to show that the source of lead in soil and dust around homes in the City area and in a rural area away from traffic was principally from house paint and not from airborne lead which had settled to the ground. The studies of Barltrop (1972) The variables introduced into the investigation as it proceeded virtually precluded any comparison of results which might reasonably have been made between the series. Capillary blood samples were used in the first series, before the opening of the motorway. As difficulties were experienced with the collection of capillary samples, venous samples were collected in the second series. In the third series venous samples were collected, but analysed at a laboratory different from that used in the first and second series. These anomalies apart, no consistent difference was apparent in blood lead concentrations between areas in relation to distance from the motorway which might have been expected if lead from traffic using the motorway had been a significant source of uptake.
Male adults usually show higher blood lead values than female adults, probably by virtue of occupation and larger intake of food and beverages. This was shown in the results of the Gravelly Hill investigation in which the ratio difference of blood lead between the sexes did not alter through the three series. If the lead emitted by motorway traffic was responsible for the increase observed in blood leads, then 
